ACT    III

SCENE   I

The following day, towards sunset.  The earth wall
of the trench outside glows with a light that slowly

fades with the sinking sun.

STANHOPE is alone > wandering to and fro across
the dug-out. He looks up the steps for a moment,
crosses to the table, and glances down at the map.
He looks anxiously at his watch, and, going to the
servants dug-out, calls :

STANHOPE : Mason !

MASON (outside) : Yessir !

STANHOPE : Are you making the coffee ?

MASON : Yessir !

STANHOPE : Make it hot and strong. Ready in

five minutes. I'll call when it's wanted.

MASON : Very good, sir.

[Again STANHOPE wanders restlessly to and fro.
The COLONEL comes down the steps.

COLONEL : Everything ready ?

STANHOPE : Yes, sir.  (There is silence.} You've
no news, then ?

COLONEL : I'm afraid not. It's got to be done.
STANHOPE (after a pause) : I see.

COLONEL : The brigadier says the Boche did
the same thing just south of here the other day.
STANHOPE : I know ;  but didn51 you suggest we
altered  our plans and made a surprise raid
farther up the line after dark ?

COLONEL : Yes, I suggested that.
STANHOPE : What did he say ?

COLONEL : He said the present arrangements
have got to stand.

STANHOPE : But surely he must realise------?
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